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The Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia (RHMSS) celebrates its day on September 27. On that day, 125 years ago, on Krstovdan of 1888, Minister of Education and Church Affairs, Dr Vladan Djordjevic, issued a Declaration on the establishment of a unified meteorological station network in the Kingdom of Serbia. That is the reason why September 27 – the day of the establishment of the national meteorological service in Serbia – is celebrated as the Day of RHMSS.
This year we are celebrating the 165th anniversary since the initiation of the first meteorological measurements in Serbia, the 125th anniversary since the official establishment of the Meteorological Service of Serbia, the 90th anniversary since the first organized hydrometric measurements, the 65th anniversary since the establishment of the Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia and the 5th anniversary since the founding of the South East European Virtual Climate Change Center ”Milutin Milankovic” (SEEVCCC), hosted by RHMSS.

In the year of numerous jubilees, the Republic of Serbia, and therefore RHMSS, is becoming a full member of the European Center for Medium-Range Forecasts (ECMWF). On that occasion, Professor Alan Thorpe, ECMWF Director-General, and Mr Vladan Kocic, RHMSS Director, signed the Agreement on the accession of the Republic of Serbia to the ECMWF Convention. At the session held on 12 February 2013, the Government of the Republic of Serbia gave its approval for the signing of the Agreement. 
By accessing the Center, RHMSS will gain the right to access and use the Center’s computer resources, which will have a significant influence on the improvement of the quality of medium-range and seasonal forecasts for the needs of numerous users from the agriculture, energy, transportation and water management sectors, as well as for the general public. Within the Center, RHMSS experts will have an opportunity to broaden their knowledge and thus enhance the development of the meteorological and hydrological activity in Serbia. In addition to that, RHMSS will take upon itself all obligations stemming from the full membership, at the same time gaining the right to decide on the issues of strategic importance for ECMWF, in accordance with the interests of the Republic of Serbia.
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