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Dear guests,

Esteemed colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would first like to greet you on behalf of the Republic Hydrometeorological Service, Institute for Meteorology of the Belgrade University and on my personal behalf, and to welcome you to this official celebration of the World Meteorological Day of 2008.

It is with special pleasure that I welcome their Excellencies, the Ambassadors and high-ranking representatives of the Embassies of the countries with which our Service carries out successful and mutually beneficial cooperation.

Estemeed guests,

We have among us the representatives of the Government of Serbia, government bodies of the Republic of Serbia and Republic of Srpska, numerous users of our data and information that come from scientific-research, development and educational institutions, economic organizations and associations as well as media representatives.

Your presence here today is the affirmation of our long-lasting cooperation and belief that our future cooperation will be all the more successful. I avail myself of this opportunity to thank you for the support that you have rendered to us so far.    

I would also like on this occasion to welcome the students of Geological-hydrometeorological school and students of meteorology, our future collaborators and colleagues.

In the spirit of the tradition, each year on 23 March, the day of entering into force of the Convention on the foundation of the World Meteorological Organization in 1950, national hydrometeorological services of all the countries in the world celebrate the World Meteorological Day in appropriate manner. Celebration of this day is devoted to some of current topics that indicate supporting role and possibilities of hydrometeorological service in the protection of people and material goods against natural catastrophes and accidents, protection of environment and sustainable economic development.    
This year, 2008, the World Meteorological Day is devoted to the topic: “Observing our planet for a better future” 

Economic and social development as well as security and welfare of people on the Earth considerably depend on atmospheric and hydrospheric processes, that is, the weather, climate and water conditions. Numerous civilizations developed and disappeared depending on climate change and availability of drinking water. Thus people have tried from the ancient times to explain natural processes that occur in the atmosphere.  

But it was only the invention of major meteorological instruments and discovery of basic physical laws in the 17th and 18th century that made possible the progress in understanding of meteorological phenomena and processes. 
The first international network of meteorological stations was founded already by the middle of the 17th century (1654). The introduction of standardized practice in meteorological measurements and calibration of meteorological instruments as well as international intercontinental network of meteorological stations for Europe and the North America in 1780 represent the next major step towards the strengthening of international cooperation in the field of meteorology. 
The invention of electric telegraph in 1843 opened unimaginable possibilities in the area of operative data collection and brought about revolutionary changes in the weather modification and warnings against bad weather. Significant scientific and technical discoveries, development of industry and expansion of maritime trade around the middle of the 19th century posed increased requests to meteorology. Safety and efficiency of maritime traffic required operative and sustainable information on weather over all the seas and oceans in the world.  
That was the reason to convene in Brussels in 1853 the First international meteorological conference on cooperation in maritime meteorology, and in Vienna in 1873, on the First international meteorological congress, the predecessor of the World Meteorological Organization, International Meteorological Organization was established. 
Similarly to European countries, organized meteorological activity started 160 years ago in Serbia too. 
Vladimir Jaksic, the first statistician of Serbia and Professor of the High School in Belgrade, started on 1st  January 1848, systematic meteorological measurements and carried them continually for full 52 years. Beside systematic observation in Belgrade, Prof. Jaksic established a network of 27 meteorological stations in Serbia, one of the densest national network in the sixties of the 19th century  and published opearative instructions for stations.  
At the beginning of the eighties of the 19th century, the Chair for astronomy and meteorology was established at the High School in Belgrade. In 1887 Meteorological Observatory in Belgrade was established being one of the oldest Observatory in the Balkans. Foundation of the chair and the appointment of Milan Nedeljkovic, Professor of Astronomy and Meteorology as Head of the Observatory represent the turning point in the development of meteorology in Serbia.      

Besides the issues of upgrading of meteorological station network in Serbia, since 1902 Belgrade Observatory started publishing its yearbooks and it also initiated the international exchange of publications and operative exchange of meteorological data with bordering countries. The first weather forecasts were made at that time.
Through the scientific papers of Pavle Vujevic, Professor of Climatology and Meteorology on the University in Belgrade and its Director in the period since 1924 to 1947, Belgrade Observatory rendered significant contribution to the development of new scientific discipline-micrometeorology.    
The arrival of Milutin Milankovitch for the Professor of Applied Mathematics at the Faculty for Philosophy of the Belgrade University in 1909 changed the approach to our and global meteorological science and famous Milankovitch`s Astronomic Theory on Climate Change of the Earth created the foundation of contemporary science on the climate of the Earth, incorporating this great Serbian into the greatest scientist of the 20th century.
Respecting the significance of meteorological and hydrological activity and international cooperation in the field of meteorology, former Yugoslavia was one of the founding states of the World Meteorological Organization in Washington in 1947. Republic Hydrometeorological Institute and Federal Hydrometeorological Institute of former Yugoslavia were established in the same year.  

Immediately after its creation in accordance with the principles of the World Meteorological Organization, Hydrometeorological Service of our country directed its utmost efforts towards the construction of the network of meteorological and hydrological stations, establishment and development of telecommunication and analytical-forecasting system, and in the seventies of the 20th century operative hail suppression system and air and water quality monitoring system were established. In cooperation with the Belgrade University and as a result of long-term research of “Belgrade School of Numerical Modelling”, a regional numerical weather forecasting model was introduced in operative work of Hydrometeorological Service on the basis of which, and in cooperation with National Meteorological Center of U.S.A, regional numerical Eta model was later developed which is today used for meteorological and climate research in more than 20 institutions in the world.     
All national meteorological observation networks in the world, also including the network of the Republic of Serbia, are united in the program of World Weather Watch of the World Meteorological Organization. 

Global observation system encompasses all land, sea and universe meteorological observation and today it incorporates: around 10 000 surface stations on the land, then around 900 radio-sounding stations, 7000 stations on ships and stationary platforms, 3000 airplanes with instruments for meteorological observation and reporting, while space component, GOS, has 16 satellites for the purpose of systematic satellite meteorological observation and atmospheric research and development.  
Republic Hydrometeorological Service, as a separate organization in the system of government administration performs the functions of National Meteorological Center of the Republic of Serbia in the World Meteorological Organization and numerous other obligations undertaken by the ratification of relevant international conventions, protocols and agreements.

Twenty- eight main meteorological stations with hourly reporting and twenty-three hydrological reporting stations are included in international exchange. 

On international level World Weather Watch provides standardization, collecting, analyzing, forecasting, processing and distribution of meteorological data and information to all national hydrometeorological services of the world and renders scientific and technical support to other WMO programs, like: Program for Mitigation of Effects of Natural Disasters, Program of Urgent Reacting in cases of Nuclear Accidents, World Climate Program, Global Program of Atmospheric and Environment Research, Applied Meteorology Program and Hydrology and Water Resource Program.     

Program of systematic observation within Global Climate Observation System of the World Meteorological Organization represent the basis for the research of anthopogenic influence on climate system of our planet.

On the basis of data from this system it was established that, besides registered changes in thermal regime and precipitation regime, changes were registered in many global regions in the intensity and frequency of climate extremes occurrence, like tropical cyclones, draughts, floods, slides, soil erosion, storms accompanied with hail and electric discharge, snow blizzards aand avalanches, frosts and heavy rains of short duration, waves of extremely high air temperatures, forest fires, conditions for spreading of epidemics and pests-phenomena that together cause great loss of life and material damage.

Let us remind only of the fact that strong drought registered in our country during the summer of 2007 followed by a wave of extremely high temperatures caused immense material damage to numerous economic activities and, according to first estimates, the damage coused only in agriculture amounted to around 45 billion dinars (around 0,5 billion Euros). 
Destroying effects of natural catastrophes caused by atmospheric and hydrological disasters can be partially mitigated or decreased by timely and reliable meteorological and hydrological forecasts and warnings as well as by decreased risk and vulnerability of disasters.

In the complex protection system against natural disasters, preventive protection represents its first line of defense. This basic activity of National hydrometeorological services consists of systematic and incessant meteorological and hydrological observations, weather, climate and water forecasting, early warning and alarming against the occurrence of natural disasters and international exchange of data measured in national network of meteorological and hydrological stations. These activities are carried out continually 24 hours every day, whole year round.    

Besides primary prevention role, National hydrometeorological services provide bases for historical meteorological and hydrological data and information that represent the basis for the analysis and assessment of risks and vulnerability of national economy, infrastructural systems and society to certain meteorological and hydrological disasters as well as the basis for the adoption of strategy and plans for the protection against natural disasters and also plans for reconstruction and rehabilitation of devastated areas. 
This role of meteorological and hydrological science and practice is becoming all the more significant considering that statistical data on disasters indicate that 90 % of all natural disasters registered in the recent years relate to disasters of meteorological and hydrological origin.

On this occasion I would like to mention some key activities of the Republic Hydrometeorological Service during the past year that open new page in future development of National hydrometeorological service of Serbia.

The first of these activities relates to the upgrading of the system of early warning and alarm against the occurrence of natural disasters and climate extremes.

Pursuant to the inclusion in the system of early warning and alarm of the European Union, during 2007 an advanced computerized system was developed and put into operation in our Service for the issuing of warnings and alarms against weather disasters for the territory of the Republic of Serbia, so-called “Meteo Alarm” and “Hydro Alarm” that are operatively presented on Internet pages of the Service. In this way, Republic of Serbia became the first among the countries of Southeastern Europe that established operative system of early warning and alarm against the occurrence of meteorological and hydrological disasters and climate extremes on the territory of Serbia. Within this system, a system of monitoring and early warning against the occurrence of drought on the territory of Serbia was developed and put into operation. 
Within the program of climate changes research, climate simulations were carried out by the application of available regional climate models climETA and PRECIS. Mentioned activities are the basis for the development of scenario of local and regional climate changes in the 21th century, necessary for the research and assessment of the climate change effects on certain economic activities, eco-systems and human health.
The second significant activity relates to Belgrade initiative for the strengthening of regional cooperation in Southeastern Europe in the field of climate changes.

Considering the extensive experience in the field of climate monitoring and research, Republic of Serbia initiated, within the framework of the preparation activities for the Sixth Ministerial Conference of UN ECE “Environment for Europe”, so-called Belgrade Initiative for the strengthening of subregional cooperation in Southeastern Europe in the field of climate changes. The initiative obtained full support of the Ministerial Conference held in Belgrade form 10 to 12 October 2007 with the participation of more than fifty Ministers and Heads of delegations, also the support of the World Meteorological Organization as well as of the Seventh Informal Conference of the Directors of the National hydrometeorological services of the countries of Southeastern Europe held in Belgrade from 11 to 12 October 2007. 

Belgrade Initiative envisaged the creation and implementation of the Framework Action Plan and appropriate program for climate changes for Southeastern Europe and establishing of Subregional Center for Climate Changes in the Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia that has technical and technological infrastructure necessary for the work of the Center.  

Subregional center for climate changes will perform the functions of research and development, operative functions of issuing national and subregional climate analytical and forecasting products,  function of education and training/capacity upgrading as well as the function of the coordination of the creation and implementation of subregional action plans and programs in the field of climate changes.
Thus, Meteorological Observatory Belgrade (on Vracar), founded 120 years ago, is now given a new function of National Climate Center Milankovitch through this initiative and it will perform the function of Subregional Center for Climate Change for Southeastern Europe. 

Priority activities in the next period

One of priority activities in the next period relates to the continuation of modernization and personnel upgrading of the Service. In accordance with the Strategy Plan of the World Meteorological Organization, our Service has prepared and initiated the carrying out of the II Medium-term Modernization Program of the Republic Hydrometeorological Service for the period 2008-2011.  

The main goal of this Program is the establishment of the basic fuinctions of National climate center and increasing the efficiency of Hydrometeorological service of Serbia and especially the monitoring system of weather, climate and water as well as the upgrading of the system of early warning, forecasting and alarm against atmospheric and hydrological disasters, climate extremes and accidental air and water pollution in the Republic of Serbia. At the same time this is the basic structural measure in the support of sustainable development aimed at the improvement of the protection of people, natural resource and environment and mitigating the damages caused by meteorological and hydrological disasters.
I would like to point out here that, considering economic difficulties facing the Republic of Serbia, the continuation of the modernization of our Service in the several years ahead will depend, besides the support of the Government of Serbia, also on financial and technical support of international institutions ad interested developed countries. In this context, I avail myself of this opportunity to express my appreciation to all past and potential donors on their expressed willingness to support the development of our Service.

Besides technical-technological and personnel upgrading of our Service, the adoption of a new Law is planned on meteorological and hydrological activities as well as a set of by-laws pursuant to the harmonization with regulatory documents of the World Meteorological Organization and regulation of the European Union in this field. It is also planned to adopt the Law on Hail Suppression, then the Law on the Ratification of the Agreement with EUMETSAT and European Center for Medium-range Weather Forecast.    
Esteemed guests,

Timely information on weather, climate and water conditions is the basic human right and it gives rise to the state obligation which in this area is carried out by National hydrometerological service, to provide the conditions for the securing of this right. Meteorological and hydrological personnel and other personnel of our Service with secondary school education has an important role in the carrying out of the tasks of systematic meteorological and hydrological observation, control, data collection and 

exchange. On this occasion I would like to stress difficult material situation of the employees of the service with secondary school education and urgent need to solve this problem also shared by other bodies of government administration.
Finally, I hope that you would not mind if I extend congratulations , on behalf of this gathering, on the occasion of the World Meteorological  Day and World Water Day, to all the representatives of meteorological and hydrological field that through their systematic meteorological and hydrological observations provide data of lasting value important for the mitigation of effects of natural disasters and protection of global climate for present and future generations.

Thank you!
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